THE   BEARDMORE   GLACIER

route . . ,31 However, when they reached
the top of the slope they found themselves in
bad pressure-ice, with no possible way round.
\Vhere the crevasses were too wide to jump
over there was nothing for it but to step on
the snow bridge and hope for the best, Scott,
being in the lead, always had the first chance
of falling through, but very often the first men
to step on the bridge weakened it, and those
who followed fell through. In the course of
the morning every man went down a crevasse,
sometimes to the full length of the harness.
* We had to go over dozens by hopping right
on to the bridge and then on to the ice. It
is a bit of a jar when it gives way under you,
but the friendly harness is made to trust one's
life to. The Lord only knows how deep these
vast chasms go down, they seem to extend
into blue-black nothingness thousands of feet
below/ 2

Passing Buckley Island they saw among
sandstone and old granite the stratification
which Shackleton had found to be coal, a
discovery of the greatest importance, as it
proved this ice-bound land was once covered
with dense forest.

Meanwhile the wind was veering, and by
noon it was blowing straight up the glacier-,
bringing a mist with it, and just when they

1 Bowers.                    2 Ibid.
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